
 

 
 

Nonprofit Legal Needs Assessment Service is now available to Minnesota nonprofits 

LegalCORPS has launched a Nonprofit Legal Needs Assessment service for Minnesota nonprofit organizations.  In 
this program, teams of LegalCORPS volunteer attorneys and paralegals will help nonprofit organizations determine 
what steps they might need to take to ensure they are on sound legal footing in governance and operations. 

The assessments will use a LegalCORPS-developed “toolkit” that provides a checklist of legal topics to discuss and 
documents to review.  LegalCORPS will charge no fee to participants in this program. 

The LegalCORPS Nonprofit Legal Assessment (NPLNA) services are available to Minnesota nonprofit 
organizations that are incorporated and have received or filed for 501(c)3 tax-exempt status under the IRS Code.  
(Religious organizations must be qualified for tax-exempt status if they have not sought it from the IRS.)   

The NPLNA is not designed to be an exhaustive legal analysis.  Its focus is on spotting issues of concern for the 
nonprofit, areas that require immediate attention, and areas that may require additional follow up. 

This phased approach provides for one or more meetings between a nonprofit and volunteer attorney, who also 
might have the assistance of a volunteer paralegal.   The volunteer attorney will request a variety of documents 
from the nonprofit.  The volunteer attorney will review the documents over a month or more and then provide 
nonprofit with observations and recommendations and discuss them at a follow-up meeting. 

If additional legal work is recommended, those services must be separately arranged with one or more legal or 
financial professionals – possibly through LegalCORPS for pro bono assistance. 

Among NPLNA checklist topics are: 

• Human resources, including employment and benefits 

• Contracts relating to leases, buying buildings, signing state and county contracts 

• Articles and bylaws; mergers and dissolutions 

• Intellectual property (particularly copyright and trademark) 

• Special state and federal reporting requirements 

• Lobbying expenditures limits 

• Regulations directed at mitigating conflicts of interest and monitoring executive compensation 

• Tax-related issues around unrelated business income. 

Organizations can apply to participate in this LegalCORPS program by submitting a form for it available at 
www.legalcorps.org, or which they can request at 612-752-6678. 

To participate, an organization must: 

• Be located in or serving Minnesota. 

• Be a legal entity organized under the laws of the State of Minnesota. 

• Have an active board of directors.  

 

 



• Have annual gross revenue below $750,000.  LegalCORPS will consider applications from organizations 
with a larger annual revenues if the organizations can demonstrate that the payment of standard legal fees 
for the matter would significantly deplete their economic resources or would otherwise be inappropriate. 

LegalCORPS is a nonprofit volunteer coordination organization for business lawyers in Minnesota. It connects 
lawyers with low-income owners of small businesses and small nonprofits for free non-litigation business legal 
assistance that otherwise is out of reach for them. 

LegalCORPS’s primary mission regarding nonprofits is to assist organizations that serve the needs of persons of 
limited means. LegalCORPS may also, to the extent that its resources permit, assist nonprofit organizations that 
seek to secure or protect civil rights, civil liberties, or public rights, and other charitable, religious, community, 
governmental, or educational organizations in carrying out their missions. 

Note: LegalCORPS volunteers do not assist organizations in litigation or other adversarial proceedings. 

 

 
 

For more information, please contact us! 
 

LegalCORPS 
Nonprofit Legal Needs Assessment 

600 Nicollet Mall, Suite 390A 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

612-752-6678 
1-888-454-5267 (toll-free from outside the Twin Cities metro area) 

E-mail: info@legalcorps.org 


